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which actuated the conduct of educated men throughout the country,
the principles which guided and regulated their action, the creden-
tials which they possessed of their qualifications, and the constituents
whom they, if not scientifically and systematically, at any rate really
and substantially represented. There had recently been a remarkable
recrudescence of calumny, misrepresentation and resentment against
all who ventured to take an interest in their country's affairs, and
who were reviled as croakers of evil, shouters of sedition and revolu-
tion-mongers. Amongst those who flung these accusations broadcast
was " one of our own countrymen, who, though never a prophet in
his own country, is, by some occult process of metamorphosis, made
to look like and pose in England as if he were really a great man in
Israel, a man who hobnobbed with our rajas and maharajas, was
hand in glove with our merchant princes, was foremost amongst the
kings of industrial development, was a philanthropic employer of
labour, and who was at the same time the sympathetic friend and
patron of the zemindar and the ryot." This phenomenon, the speaker
added, was not very surprising when one remembered that in the old
days, people utterly unknown and of no position were received and
were able to pass themselves oS in social circles for princes and rajas
and nawabs on the strength of a little tinsel, a gold-embroidered cap,
a satin coat, or a little jewellery such as even loafers in Indian bazars
affected! Such a thing was no longer possible in society, but it
seemed there was still room for it in political circles. This sally at
the Member for Bethnal Green provoked much amusement, and the
audience roared with delight when Pherozeshah followed it up by
narrating an incident in the course of a journey they had together
some years before. It was a characteristic way of dealing with an
opponent who was powerful with a certain section of English
opinion, and whose political activities were causing at this period
considerable resentment among his countrymen:
A certain class of Anglo-Indians have decorated Mr. Bhow-
nuggree with a little gold lace, and he is set up as a great political
oracle of 'credit and renown' and he has been made oracularly to
denounce the educated classes as sowing discontent and sed&tiao
by their perpetual selfish and unscrupulous attacks against the